CHAPTEK XL

PLANS AND PREPARATIONS :   THE WEST.

BEFORE we take up the consideration of the im-
portant military questions, which, on the termination
of the neutral attitude of Kentucky in September,
1861, were forced upon the attention of the Govern-
ment, we must trace, though very briefly, the course
of events in Missouri. In the summer of 1861, the
Confederates made a determined attempt to obtain
control of the State. A force of some 10,000 men
was raised, which, under Price and McCulloch, on
the 10th of August, defeated Lyon at Wilson's
Creek, near Springfield, after a hard fought action
in which that invaluable officer lost his life. But
the Confederate generals were not in accord, and the
advantage was not improved as it might have been.
On the other hand, Fremont, who commanded the
Federal forces in Missouri, showed grievous incom-
petency. It is unnecessary to go into details ; suffice
it to say, that, on November 2d, he was relieved
from command, and was succeeded by General Hal-
leek. A Union army under General Curtis drove
the principal Confederate force under Van Dorn out
of the State, and, on March 7, 1862, totally defeated
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